TOWARDS THE FINAL CRISIS
the old Emperor held back and Conrad was told to mind his own
business.
But the Balkan struggle was by no means at an end. In January,
1913, while the negotiators were at work in London, Enver Bey, with
a junta of officers, rushed into the Chamber at Constantinople where
the Council of Ministers was sitting, denounced the proposal to
surrender Adrianople and shot Nazim Pasha, the Turkish Commander-
in-Chief. Thereupon the Peace Conference broke up, and the war
was continued until the end of March when Adrianople fell. The
Allies then accepted the mediation of the Powers, who appeased
Austria by excluding Serbia from Albania in the treaty which
followed. Balked of her ambition to secure a port on the Adriatic,
Serbia sought compensation by a revision of the boundary agreed
between her and Bulgaria. The Tsar offered his services as arbitrator,
as provided in the Serbo-Bulgarian Treaty, but before he could
act, the Bulgarians delivered a treacherous blow at their Allies
and rushed for Salonica, which had been awarded to Greece.
Rumania, which till then had held aloof, now made common cause
with Serbs and Greeks and before the Powers could intervene, paralysed
Bulgaria and compelled her to accept the dictated Peace of Bucharest,
which not only deprived her of the chief part of the fruits of her
victory over the Turks, but compelled her to cede most of the Dobruja
on the Black Sea littoral to Rumania, and gave Kavala, the port on
the Aegean which she greatly coveted, to Greece. As a last blow,
the Turks profited by the occasion to retake Adrianople. The Bul-
garians had a real grievance, but they had forfeited all sympathy by
attacking their former Allies before the Tsar could play the part
assigned to him as arbitrator.
The Austrians were now more than ever alarmed and endeavoured
in vain to persuade the Powers to revise the Treaty of Bucharest.
But Bulgaria by this time had few friends. She had incurred the
suspicions of the Tsar by her scarcely veiled ambition to occupy
Constantinople, and Tsar Ferdinand was in ill-odour with the German
Kaiser, who found plausible reason for supporting his Hohenzolleni
relative, King Carol of Rumania. The Balkan Alliance was now
broken by a bitter feud between Bulgaria and her former partners,
which was to have far-reaching consequences in, the Great War.
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